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What Is Rh Factor?	  	  	  
Rh factor is a protein that we inherit which can be found on the surface of our red blood cells.  
If your body produces the Rh factor, you are Rh positive.  If your blood does not have the Rh 
factor, you are Rh-negative.   
 
 
How Does Being Rh-Negative Affect A Pregnancy?   
This factor does not affect your health except during pregnancy.   
Being Rh-negative only becomes important if an Rh-negative woman and an Rh-positive man 
conceive a baby who inherits the man’s Rh-positive blood.   
When an Rh-positive baby grows inside an Rh-negative mother, some of the baby’s blood may 
leak into the mother’s blood.  This can cause the mother to become sensitized and create 
antibodies, treating the Rh-positive baby like an intruder in her body. These antibodies attack 
the blood of the Rh-positive baby.  This can cause anemia, which can lead to serious illness, 
brain damage or even death (Rh disease).   Sensitization may occur at birth, but also during a 
blood transfusion, miscarriage, tubal pregnancy, abortion and during some procedures like 
amniocentesis.  In a first pregnancy, there is very little danger of Rh disease because the 
baby is usually born before the mother develops antibodies.  It is with the next pregnancy 
that the danger of Rh disease is greater. 
 
 
Can Rh Disease Be Prevented? 
Yes- to prevent Rh antibodies from forming, a Rh-negative mother will receive and injection of 
Rh Immune Globulin.  This is a blood product and is usually given at 28weeks of pregnancy 
and again 72 hours after birth (if your baby’s blood is Rh-positive).  Rh Immune Globulin may 
also be given if bleeding occurs during pregnancy, after a miscarriage, tubal pregnancy, 
abortion or amniocentesis. 
 
 
Does Rh Immune Globulin Have Any Side Effects? 
Reactions are very rare.  A small number of women may have some discomfort and/or a bit 
of swelling at the injection site. 
 
 
Where Do I Go To Receive My Injection? 
PIPC staff will send a referral to the Medical Out-Patient department at Peterborough 
Regional Health Centre.  They will call you with an appointment.  The Medical Out-Patient 
department is located W4870 (off the main hospital entrance). 
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